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Veterans Committee  
Meeting of October 17, 2017 

Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street  
  
  
  
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a meeting of the Veterans Committee was held 9 am on Tuesday October 17, 2017 in the second floor 
meeting room. 
  
The mission of the Veterans Committee is to perpetuate and support the Veteran’s, ceremonies, events, and other activities in 
the Town of Wenham.  The Veterans Committee consists of (9) members appointed by the Board of Selectmen who will 
assist veterans and their families, as appropriate, in cooperation with other organizations and agencies. The Veterans 
Committee was appointed by the Board of Selectmen (BOS) on March 21, 2017.   
•  One-year terms ending on June 30, 2017- Bruce Blanchard, Robert Breaker, Joseph Bubriski.    
•  Two-year terms ending on June 30, 2018 - Albert Dodge, Michael Lucy, Dean Pedersen   
•  Three-year terms ending on June 30, 2019 – Peter Hersee (appointed 5/2/17); Selectman John Wilhelm, Ex-officio   

  
Mr. Pedersen called to order at 9:01 am.  
Committee present: Dean Pedersen, Chair; Bruce Blanchard (A 9:08 am); Officer Robert Breaker; Joe Bubriski; Win Dodge; 
Peter Hersee; Mike Lucy 
Not present  Selectman John Wilhelm   
Also present: Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary  
 
 
Minutes - Mr. Lucy moved to approve the minutes of April 24,2017; May 15, 2017; September 19, 2017 and it was unanimous to do so. 
 
Report: Conversation with Don Luxton 
 
Mr. Luxton was unable to attend the meeting but confirmed that he anticipated to conduct the services he has traditionally 
done on Veteran’s Day.  The Committee expressed their willingness to assist Mr. Luxton with the Veteran’s Day services.  
Mr. Pedersen observed that the Veteran’s Committee would be a part of the Memorial Day planning.  Officer Breaker noted 
there had been talk about changing the parade to minimize traffic impact on Route 1A; this will continue to be discussed. 
Idea’s suggested were to have a combined parade with the Town of Hamilton, and /or change the route to avoid Route 1 A. 
Mr. Pedersen proposed this be on the January agenda and between now and then, Committee members think about options. 
Mr. Pedersen briefly reviewed the reason for the current Memorial Day parade route includes Bruce Lane explaining many 
years ago the band hired to march in the parade required payment for a 2-hour minimum.  Because the parade  
only went for 1 hour and 45 minutes, the parade organizers added Bruce Lane to increase the route to take the full 2 hours the 
band was paid. 
Mr. Hersee agreed to be the Master of Ceremonies for Veteran’s Day, as needed. 
 
 
Status of Prince American Legion Post Wenham 
 
Mr. Pedersen reported that a Legion must have 15 members, but the Norman Prince American Legion Post Wenham only had 
13 members; many have decided to transfer to the Hamilton Legion.  
The artifact held by the Wenham Legion Post has been made available for the Town’s 375th Anniversary; it was noted that the 
Legion made safe off site storage arrangements for these items. 
The Committee noted concern for the future of the Post’s artifacts and briefly talked about finding a place to publically display 
these item and other similar Wenham artifacts. 
 
 
Veteran’s Day November 11, 2017 
 
The 2018 Memorial Day/ Veteran’s services will include 375th Anniversary events.  The Committee noted the importance to 
begin discussions early for 2018. 
The Committee reviewed a brief Veteran Day Service agenda/memo from 2016. 
Mr. Dodge will contact the Boy Scout Leader regarding the lunch and Acting Fire Chief for use of the Fire Station. 
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A speaker will be sought to read a brief article; the Committee preferred a high school student. 
 
Mr. Pedersen will speak with Don Luxton regarding the service, wreath etc. 
Veterans in town will be sent an invitation to attend the service(s). 
Mr. Pedersen offered to try and find military flags for each of the branches of service to borrow for Veterans Day to place at 
the memorial.  The Committee agreed the flags would be important to have for the 375th Anniversary in 2018.   
 
 
Update from VSO Karen Tyler 
 
Ms. Tyler has returned from her service in Texas but was unable to attend the meeting.   
Two veterans from Wenham will receive the Korean Peace Medal Ceremony on October 20 at 4 pm in Ipswich. 
Ms. Tyler will be asked to attend the next meeting. 
  
 
Update:  Wreaths Across America 
 
The Town receives a wreath from Wreaths Across America each year in December  when the caravan stops at the Topsfield 
Fair Grounds on the way to the Arlington Cemetery.   Mr. Pedersen reported that there is a minimum of 25 wreaths per order 
but the deadline has passed to order wreaths for 2017 so Wenham would need to add to another town’s order but since most 
towns have already placed this order, Mr. Pedersen will see if any towns have extra wreaths for Wenham. 
 
Mr. Pedersen suggested the Committee get organized this fall to secure an order for next year with Wreaths Across America.  
There are 292 Veteran’s buried in Wenham.  The Committee supported a fund raiser to place wreaths on each grave for the 
375th.  Another suggestion was to start with the oldest graves at 25 wreaths a year (minimum order) 
 
Wreaths across American presents the Wreaths to the town representatives on December 16th at the Topsfield Fair Grounds. 
 
New Business 
 
Mr. Lucy read a brief synopsis of a speech that he appreciated spoken at a recent naturalization ceremony held in September in 
California.  The Committee collectively agreed this be read on Veteran’s Day at the Veteran’s Memorial. 
 
Mr. Hersee went to the Affordable Housing Trust meeting with the consultant regarding the lack of affordable housing in 
Wenham.  He reported the Trust holds $800,000 for affordable housing.  In summary, Mr. Hersee said it was an interesting 
meeting.  There is a meeting in January to discuss the results of the town wide affordable housing survey. 
 
The Committee maintained their interest in recognizing veterans at a Selectmen’s meeting who have recently returned home. 
 
 
Date of Next Meeting - Tuesday, November 14 at 9 am in Town Hall 
 
 
 
Adjournment - The Committee unanimously adjourned at 10:10 AM. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By 
Catherine Tinsley 
10.17.17 
 


